
Surveyor’s Quiz
PREPARED BY KEITH I. BEACOM, O.L.S., C.L.S.

1. What is a hanging line?
a. a hanging line is a line used for 

hanging clothes on at your 
campsite.

b. a hanging line is a line not verified 
by mathematical closure.

c. a hanging line is a line not verified 
by mathematical closure, but has 
been verified by two independent 
me asurements.

d. a hanging line is a rope carried by 
your client subsequent to receiving 
your account.

2. When did the Surveyor's Act 
1987 come into force?

a. the Surveyor’s Act 1987 was 
proclaimed on the 30th day of 
December 1988.

b. the Surveyor’s Act 1987 became our 
governing Act at noon e.s.t. on the 
fourth Friday following the second 
full moon in 1987.

c. the Surveyor’s Act 1987 is in effect, 
but has not had its first reading by 
the members of the Association.

d. the Surveyor’s Act 1987 came into 
effect immediately following the 
third reading in the House of Com­
mons.

3. What is the function of the Fees 
Mediation Committee?

a. perform all the functions assigned 
to it by Council.

b. perform all the functions assigned 
to it by the Executive Committee.

c. mediate the settlement of disputes 
between a member of the Associa­
tion and a member of the public 
regarding fees.

d. perform their duties in accordance 
with section 29 of the Surveyor’s 
Act.

4. What committees of Council 
have powers and which com­
mittees have duties?

a. executive committee.
b. complaints committee.
c. discipline committee.
d. fees mediation committee.

5. What is the principal objective 
of our Association?

a. to train people to become land sur­
veyors.

b. exercise stringent control over a 
small group of people trying their 
best to make a living by doing more 
for less profit for whatever reason 
just to feel busy or needed.

c. regulate the practise of professional 
land surveying and to govern its 
members and holders of certificates 
of authorization in accordance with 
the Act, the regulations and the by­
laws in order that the public inter­
est will be served and protected.

d. all of the above.

6. How many members of Council 
are there?

a. 6 members b. 8 members
c. 10 members d. 13 members

7. What Minister of the Crown ad­
ministers the Surveyors Act?

a. the Minister of Consumer and Com­
mercial Relations.

b. the Minister of Natural Resources.
c. the M inistry of the Attorney 

General.
d. the Minister of Transportation.

8. Who can be Chairman of the 
Discipline Committee?

a. a person appointed to council by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council.

b. any member of the Discipline Com­
mittee who is a member of council.

c. any member of council who is a 
member of and elected to council 
can be named as chairman by coun­
cil.

d. the council of the Association shall 
appoint the members of the Dis­
cipline Committee from the mem­
bership who by secret ballot appoint 
a chairman.

9. All members of the Association 
appointed to the Discipline 
Committee by Council must 
have 10 years experience in the 
practise of professional land 
surveying and three members of 
the Discipline Committee con­
stitute a quorum. Who are these 
three people?

a. any three members of the Discipline 
Committee.

b. the chairman and any other two 
members of the committee.

c. one member of the council who was 
appointed to council by the 
Lieutenant Governor in council and 
2 members.

d. the chairman of the committee, the 
appointee to the committee by the 
Lieutenant Governor in council and 
any other member of the committee.

10. Who can conduct a Registrar's 
Investigation into the conduct 
of a member of the Association?

a. the Registrar of the Association.
b. any person or persons who are, by 

order of the Registrar, appointed to 
do so.

c. the manager of the survey review 
department.

d. any licensed private investigator 
hired by the Registrar.

11. The Association shall maintain 
a Compensation Fund. The 
Compensation Fund shall be 
made up of which of the follow­
ing?

a. all monies paid by the members of 
the Association under section 33(3) 
of the Act.

b. all monies earned from the invest­
ment of monies in the fund.

c. all monies recovered under section 
33(7) of the Act.

d. all monies contributed by any per­
son.

12. What is the difference between 
a rock bar and a rock post?

a. one is heavier than the other.
b. one is larger than the other.
c. one is cheaper than the other.
d. one is composed of more pieces than 

the other.

13. A unit of land can be monu- 
mented on only one boundary if 
it is not more than ...?

a. 66 feet in perpendicular width.
b. 33 feet in perpendicular width.
c. 1 metre in perpendicular width.
d. 3 metres in perpendicular width.

Editor’s Note: Keith Beacom provided 
these questions to us to encourage 
other surveyors to test their know­
ledge. (Answers on page 23) *
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WINDOW ON CASE LAW

ADVERSE POSSESSION - Where a true owner had placed a fence such that land had become part of plaintiffs’ 
back yards from at least 1956, plaintiffs had acquired title by adverse possession. Copyright 1992

Plaintiff homeowners sought: a dec­
laration that a certain strip of land 
belonged to them; and an injunction 
restraining defendant developer from 
entering on the land. Defendant’s 
predecessor in title had erected a fence 
on its property, contiguous with 
plaintiffs’ properties, such that the dis­
puted land had been incorporated into 
plaintiffs’ backyards from 1956, if not 
earlier. Defendant had discovered that 
at least part of this land had belonged 
to the predecessor and defendant now

planned to take the land back for 
development.
HELD: declaration and injunction to go 
as requested. Plaintiffs had acquired 
the land by adverse possession. They 
had actual possession which was incon­
sistent with defendant’s enjoyment of 
the soil for the purposes for which he 
intended to use it. There was no merit 
to the argument that the predecessor 
had excluded itself (and had not been 
excluded by plaintiffs) by building the 
fence. Plaintiffs had effectively ex­

cluded the true owner by possession 
that was open, notorious, constant, con­
tinuous, peaceful and exclusive of the 
right of defendant and its predecessor 
in title.
Georg co D iversified Inc. v. 
Lakeburn Land Capital Corp., 
O.C.J. (Gen. Div.), Ground J., May 
5/93. The full text of this judgement [Order No. 
1313-035 (14pp.) may be ordered from Lawyers 
Weekly Full Text Service, 204 Richmond St. W., 
Suite 300, Toronto, Ontario, M5V 1V6 or call 1-800- 
668-8155. Make cheques payable to Butterworths.

EASEMENTS - Vendors’ prescriptive right satisfactorily answered purchasers’ objections.

DECISION: Right of way. Validity. Ap­
plication by purchasers of parcel of land 
under Vendors and Purchasers Act, 
R.S.O. 1990 for declaration that objec­
tion to title relating to uncertainty of

access over private road was valid was 
dismissed. Vendors’ prescriptive right 
satisfactorily answered purchasers’ ob- 
jections. There was corroborated 
evidence of long-standing continuous

and prescriptive use as access way and 
no evidence of any real right contrary 
to established right of way.
Maxwell v. Henderson (June 21, 1993, 
Ont. Ct. (Gen.Div.), Howden.

AGREEMENT OF PURCHASE AND SALE - Vendor could not rely on 
time of essence provision and was obligated to grant closing extension.

DECISION: Terms. Survey. Vendor 
breached agreement by not providing 
plan of survey in timely fashion, caus­
ing purchaser’s inability to obtain 
mortgage. Vendor could not rely on time 
of essence provision and was obligated 
to grant closing extension. Purchaser

did not have to accept partial survey. 
Judgement in purchaser’s favour.

Domowicz v. Orsa Investments Ltd. 
(Mar. 11, 1993, Ont. Ct. (Gen.Div.), 
Adams J., File No. 339/87) Received 
July 26, 1993. Order No. 093/207/024 
(27 pp.).

The full text of the 
"Easements" or "Agreement of Purchase and Sale" 

judgements can be ordered from:
Case Law, Law Times,

240 Edward Street,
Aurora, Ontario, L4G 3S9, 

or call 905-841-6472 in Toronto, 
1-800-263-3269 (Ontario & Quebec), or 

1-800-263-2037 (other provinces).

Surveyor’s Quiz 
Answers
(Quiz printed on page 9)

1. (c)
2. (a) but (c) is probably true
3. (d)
4. (a) and (c) have powers

(b) and (d) have duties
5. (c)
6. (d)
7. (b)
8. (c)
9. (c)
10. (b)
11. all of the above
12. all of the above
13. (c)
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